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The holotypeis presumedlost. Neotype (designatedby
Schmidt and Conant, 1956-57), Field Mus. Nat. Hist.
73119,adult femalecollected15 miles NNE Charleston,









Restricted to Gainesville,Alachua County, Florida by




(in error). Holotype,Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia5826,
subadultmale collectedby Ruschenberger(examinedby
author). This name was mistakenlyassociatedwith the







• CONTENT.Four subspeciesare recognized:sauritus,nitae,
sackenii,andseptentrionalis.
• DEFINITION.A moderatelylarge, long-tailedmemberof
thegenusThamnophischaracterizedby: 19-19-17dorsalscale
rows; a singlepreocular;7 or 8 supralabials,the3rd and4th
or 4th and 5th, respectively,enteringthe orbit; 143 to 177
ventrals;94 to 136subcaudals;lateral stripeon dorsalscale
rows 3 and 4 (row 2 is occasionallyinvolved); labials and
ventralswithout black markings; dark ventrolateralstripe
alwayspresentand broad; parietalspots frequentlylacking,
whenpresenttheyare small and rarely in contactor brightly
colored; hemipenesshort, extendingto the 8th subcaudal
when inverted; teethnumerous,averagingabout30 to each
maxilla, 37 to each dentary,21 to each palatine,and 34 to
eachpterygoid.




also furnisheddescriptionsof all four subspecies.
• ILLUSTRATIONS.A drawingof theheadappearsin Rossman
(1963). A colored illustration of T. s. sackenii has been
published (Conant,1958), as well as photographsof T. s.
sauritus(McCauley,1945;Conant,1947),T. s. sackenii(Carr
and Goin, 1955;Wright andWright, 1957),and T. s. septen-
trionalis (Conant,1938;Wright andWright,1957).
• DISTRIBUTION.From southernOntarioand southernMaine
southwardeastof the MississippiRiver to the F10ridaKeys
and to the northernside of Lake Pontchartrainin Louisiana.
An isolatedcolonyoccursin centralNovaScotia,andperhaps
anotherin northeasternWisconsin. The speciesapparentlyis
rarein muchof theinteriorof easternUnitedStates.
• FOSSILRECORD.None.
• PERTINENTLITERATURE.The most recent taxonomicre-
visionwasthatby Rossman(1963),whoalsoreviewedhabitat
andfoodpreferences,reproduction,andparasites.Cope (1892),
Brown (1904), and Ruthven (1908) provided diagramsof
possiblephylogeneticposition. Carpenter(1952a,1952b,1953)
has given the most comprehensiveaccountsof ecologyand
life history.
• REMARKS.Klauber (1948) demonstratedthat Linnaeus's
descriptionof Colubersirtalisdoesnot fit the commongarter
snake,and that the nameprobablyshouldhe applied to the
easternribbonsnake.For severalyearssomeauthorsfollowed
Klauber; othersdid not. The resulting confusionled to a
request that the International Commissionof Zoological
Nomenclatureconservethe pre-Klaubernomenclaturein the
interestof stability. The Commissioncompliedand neotypes
weresubsequentlydesignated(Schmidtand Conant,1956-57).
• ETYMOLOGY.The specific name sauritus is New Latin,
meaninglizardlike. The subspecific names are derived as
follows: septentrionalis,from the Latin septentrionalis,of the
north; sackenii,namedfor Baron OstenSackenwho collected






Thamnophis irtalissirtalis: Klauber,1948:9. (SeeRemarks)
• DEFINITION.A subspeciesof Thamnophissauritus char-
acterizedby 7 supralabials,a reddish-browndorsum,a golden-
yellowvertebralstripe,anda relativelylongtail.
MAP. The solid circles mark type localities; open circles






New York." Holotype,Univ. Florida 12179.2,adult female
collectedbyJ. A. Bartleyon20May 1959.
• DEFINITION.A subspeciesof Thamnophissaurituschar-
acterizedby 7 supralabials,a velvetyblack or dark brown









• DEFINITION.A subspeciesof Thamnophissauritus char-
acterizedby 8 supralabials,a tan to brown dorsum,a tan




"McDonald Slough,St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge,
WakullaCounty,Florida." Holotype,Univ. Florida 12150.2,
adult femalecollectedby N. J. and D. A. Rossmanon
16May 1959.
• DEFINITION.A subspeciesof Thamrwphissauritus char-
acterizedby 8 supralabials,a dark brownor black dorsumon
at least the anterior part of the body, the vertebralstripe




require precise definition. The ecological relationshipsof
Thamnophissauritusand T. proximuswheretheir rangesare
contiguousor overlapwarrantcarefulinvestigation.
LITERATURECITED
Baird, SpencerF., and Charles Girard. 1853. Catalogueof
NorthAmericanreptilesin theMuseumof theSmithsonian
Institution, part I. Serpents. SmithsonianMisc. CoIl.
2(5) :1-172.
Blanchard,Frank N. 1925. A keyto thesnakesof theUnited
States,Canada,andLowerCalifornia. Pap. MichiganAcad.
Sci.,Arts, Letters4(2) :1-65.
Boie, Friedrich. 1827. Bemerkungeniiber Merrem'sVersuch
einesSystemsderAmphibien.Isis 20:508--566.
Brown, Arthur E. 1904. Post-glacial Nearctic centres of
dispersalfor reptiles. Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia
56:464-474.
Carpenter,Charles C. 1952a. Comparativeecologyof the
commongartersnake (Thamrwphiss. sirtalis), the ribbon
snake (Thamnophiss. saurnus),and Butler'sgartersnake
(Thamrwphisbutleri) in mixedpopulations.Ecol. Monogr.
22:235-258.
1952b. Growth and maturity of the three species of
Thamnophisin Michigan. Copeia 1952(4):237-243.
1953. A studyof hibernaculaandhibernatingassociations
of snakesand amphibiansin Michigan. Ecology34:74-80.
Carr, Archie, and ColemanJ. Goin. 1955. Guide to the
reptiles, amphibiansand fresh-waterfishes of Florida.
Univ. Florida Press,Gainesville.ix +341p., 67 pI.
Conant,Roger. 1938. The reptilesof Ohio. Amer.MidI. Nat.
20:1-200.
1947. Reptilesand amphibiansof the northeasternstates.
Zool.Soc.Philadelphia.40p.
99.2
1958. A field guide to reptiles and amphibiansof the
UnitedStateseastof thel00thmeridian.HoughtonMifflin
Co.,Boston.xv+366p.,40pl.
Cope,Edward D. 1860. Catalogueof the Colubridaein the
Museumof the Academyof Natural Sciencesof Phil-
adelphia,part 3. Proc. Acad. Nat. ScL Philadelphia 12:
553-566.
1892. A critical reviewof the charactersand variations
of the snakesof North America. Proc. U. S. Natl. Mus.
14:589-694.
Davis,N. S., Jr., and Frank L. Rice. 1883. North American
Batrachiaand Reptilia, found east of Mississippi River.
Bull. Illinois StateLab.Nat.Hist. (5) :1-66.
Deckert,Richard F. 1918. A list of reptiles from Jackson-
ville,Florida. Copeia(54):30--33.
Dumeril,AugusteH. A., and M.-Firmin Bocourt. 1893. Re-
chercheszoologiquespour servir a l'histoire de la faune
de l'Amerique. Mission scientifiqueau Mexique et dans
l'AmeriqueCentrale,pt.3,sect.1:1-1012.
Dunn,EmmettR. 1940. Noteson someAmericanlizardsand
snakesin the Museumof Goteborg.Herpetologica1:189-
194.
Fitzinger, Leopoldo. 1843. Systema reptilium. Fasciculus
primus,Amblyglossae.Braumiilleret Seidel,Vienna. 106
+vi p.
Holbrook,John E. 1842. North Americanherpetology.2nd
ed. Vol. 4. J. Dobson,Philadelphia.138p.
Kennicott, Robert. 1859. Notes on Coluber calligaster of
Say, and a descriptionof new speciesof serpentsin the
collectionof theNorthWesternUniversityof Evanston,Ill.
Proc.Acad.Nat.Sci. Philadelphia11:98-100.
Klauber, Laurence M. 1948. Some misapplicationsof the
Linnaean names applied to American snakes. Copeia
1948(1):1-14.
Linnaeus,Carolus. 1766. Systemanaturae.Editio duodecima.
Stockholm.532p.
Loennberg,Einar. 1894. Notes on reptiles and batrachians
collectedin Florida in 1892and 1893. Proc. U. S. Nat!.
Mus.17:317-339.





Rossman,DouglasA. 1961. Nomenclaturalstatusof theneo-
tropical subspeciesof the colubrid snake, Thamnophis
sauritus.NotulaeNaturae(340):1-2.
1963. The colubridsnakegenusThamnophis: a revision
of theSauritusgroup.Bull. Florida StateMus. 7:99-178.
Ruthven,AlexanderG. 1908. Variationand geneticrelation-
ships of the garter-snakes.U. S. Natl. Mus. Bull. (61):
1-201.
Schmidt,Karl P. 1953. A check list of North American
amphibiansandreptiles.6thed. Publ. Amer.Soc.Ichthyol.
Herpetol.viii +280p.
-, andRogerConant. 1956-57.Request... thatthenominal
species"Coluber sirtalis" Linnaeus 1758,and "Coluber
saurita"Linnaeus1766,shouldbe interpretedby the neo-
types.... P. 224-230.In Opinion385. OpinionsDeclarat.
Renderedby Internat.Comm.Zool. Nomencl.12, pt. 6:
191-230.
Stone,Witmer. 1906. Notes on reptilesand batrachiansof
Pennsylvania,New Jersey and Delaware.Amer. Nat. 40:
159-170.
Wright, Albert H., and Anna A. Wright. 1957. Handbook




Published 11 September1970by the American Society of
IchthyologistsandHerpetologists.Publicationis supportedby
National ScienceFoundationgrant G24231.
Primary editor for this account,Herndon G. Dowling.
